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Have you ever wondered about the origin 
myths of Ireland’s bogs? Those vast, soft 
places that seem to hum with memory? 
Or why the hooded crow wears grey upon 
some of its feathers, as though cloaked 
in age old memories? Perhaps you’ve 
passed a Yew tree in stillness and shade, 
never knowing that many Travellers 
would look upon it not just as a tree, but 
as messenger, marker, and presence.

These are the kinds of questions that 
live quietly within the stories of Why the 
Moon Travels, and it is these stories that 
form the heart of a new and powerful 
collaboration between Moonfish Theatre 
and a cast of Traveller actors. This is 
no ordinary performance, it is a world 
first: a production that brings the rich 
tapestry of Irish Traveller folktales to a 
wide audience, told by those who have 
inherited them, lived alongside them, 
and now share them in their own voices.

This work has been shaped through an 
ensemble process, co-created, co-
designed, and co-held by the team. 
While the stories from the book of the 
same moniker serves as a grounding 
framework, the actors draw deeply from 

their own lived experiences, cultural 
memory, and ancestral echoes to bring 
these tales into conversation with the 
present. The result is a piece that is at 
once mythic and modern, filled with 
laughter, reflection, resistance, and deep 
beauty.

Layered throughout the show are 
elements of Traveller culture and 
tradition, from the symbolism embedded 
in gestures and sounds, to the structure 
of the storytelling itself. Some of 
these will be clearly seen, others will 
resonate only with those who carry that 
knowledge within them.

That, too, is part of the power of this 
work: it honours both what is shared and 
what is held close.

This is not just a show about Travellers. 
It is a show of us, by us, and for all who 
come with open hearts, ready to witness, 
to wonder, and perhaps, to walk away 
forever changed.

Oein DeBhairduin
Galway, July 2025

Why The Moon Travels | Introduction
 

ABOUT THE SHOW



Why The Moon Travels is a co-production 
between Moonfish Theatre, Galway 
International Arts Festival, and Oein 
DeBhairduin, and is a stage adaptation 
of DeBhairduin’s award-winning book of 
Traveller folktales. The show was created 
in collaboration with artists from the 
Traveller community, and is performed 
by the ensemble of Ellen Doyle, Sarah 
McDonagh and Catrina Connors, 
accompanied by the singing of Rosie 
McCarthy.

The production emerged through a 
devising process which drew on the rich 
oral tradition captured in DeBhairduin’s 
stories and the ensemble who brought 
their lived experiences, cultural heritage, 
and creativity to the heart of the 
adaptation.

Why The Moon Travels | From Book to Stage

From the outset, the creative team 
aspired to reflect the spirit of the 
original tales through a process rooted 
in celebration, honesty and shared 
authorship, while also giving voice to the 
lived experience of the Traveller artists 
presenting these tales. Workshops, 
improvisation, and story-sharing formed 
the basis of the script’s development. 
The process was informed by the 
rhythms and textures of the Traveller 
oral tradition, incorporating elements of 
the Cant language, live music, shadow 
puppetry, and physical storytelling.

The development process was supported 
through an Arts Council of Ireland 
Theatre Project Award – Development, 
Galway City Council and by the ELEVATE 
bursary from Galway International Arts 
Festival and Galway Culture Company.



Moonfish Theatre, based in Galway, are a 
bi-lingual theatre company that create 
theatre shows blending performance, 
music, song and visual storytelling. 
Their most recent show, The Crow’s 
Way, won 2 awards at the Dublin Fringe 
Festival, and they have co-produced and 
presented work with, among others, the 
Abbey Theatre, Galway International 
Arts Festival, Dublin Fringe Festival, and 
Baboró International Arts Festival for 
Children.

About Moonfish Theatre

www.moonfishtheatre.com
https://www.instagram.com/moonfishtheatre
https://www.facebook.com/MoonfishTheatreGalway



Ellen Doyle | Ensemble Member 

Ellen Doyle is a performer, activist and 
educator. She studied drama when she 
was younger and then worked with 
the National Council for Travellers on 
their education outreach programme, 
going into schools in Ireland and also 
connecting with Traveller communities in 
Europe. 

Catrina Conners | Ensemble Member

Catrina Conners is a performer and 
health-care professional. She’s originally 
from Mullingar, and is now based in 
Dublin. She was a participant in the 
group ‘The Beginning of the Journey’ 
in 2022, and performed in their 
performance Mincéir Cabaret in Dun 
Laoghaire in 2023. Catrina has performed 
in over 10 spoken word poetry events 
for LGBTQ+ Travellers and at Misleór, 
the International Festival of Nomadic 
Cultures and the Galway Film Fleadh 
2024. 

Sarah McDonagh | Ensemble Member

Sarah McDonagh is a poet, writer, 
and actor. Sarah comes from both the 
Traveller and settled communities, and 
she’s passionate about writing, especially 
poetry. She loves performing and acting 
whenever the opportunity arises. She’s 
worked in healthcare for nearly 18 years, 
mostly part-time, and she’s also a proud 
single parent to an amazing young man 
who’s currently in college. Sarah was 
recently announced as the first resident 
in the Traveller Residency Programme 
2025 at Rua Red.

Rosie McCarthy | Singer 

Rosie McCarthy is a singer and actor 
from the Traveller community who has 
already gained recognition and respect 
in folk circles nationally, performing in 
the Triskel Arts Centre Cork, the Misleór 
festival in Galway and the Drimoleague 
Singing Festival, among others. She has 
collaborated on songs with artists such 
as Clare Sands, Thomas McCarthy, Trish 
Reilly and the Limerick rapper Willzee. 
She also featured on McCarthy and Pat 
Collins’ RTÉ documentary Songlines, 
exploring contemporary singers from the 
Traveller community, and in October 2024 
she opened a concert by sean-nós singer 
Iarla Ó Lionáird at the Cork Folk Festival.



Ionia Ní Chroinín | Co-Director

Ionia Ní Chróinín is co-founder and 
co-director of Moonfish Theatre. She 
studied Acting at the Royal Conservatoire 
of Scotland [RCS] in Glasgow and 
worked for many years in theatre with 
companies such as 7:84, Theatrecorp, 
Making Strange, Branar, and Dundee 
Rep.  She has toured nationally and 
internationally to the UK, Europe, Japan, 
and the US. Ionia has devised and 
performed in Moonfish productions since 
the company was founded, including 
Tromluí Phinoccho, Star of the Sea and 
Redemption Falls.

Máiréad Ní Chroinín | Co-Director

Máiréad Ní Chróinín is co-founder and 
Co-Artistic Director of Moonfish Theatre. 
With Moonfish, Máiréad has created 
numerous theatre works for adults and 
young people, incorporating bilingualism, 
music, technology, movement, and 
puppetry. Máiréad is also Druid Lecturer 
at the Drama and Theatre Studies 

CREATIVE TEAM BIOGRAPHIES

Department of University of Galway, 
where she lectures on ensemble theatre, 
producing and arts management.

Oein DeBhairduin | Dramaturg

Oein DeBhairduin is a writer, activist and 
educator with a passion for preserving 
the beauty of Traveller tales, sayings, 
retellings and historic exchanges. Oein 
is the author of the award-winning Why 
the Moon Travels, which won both the 
Judges’ Special Award and the Eilís Dillon 
Award at the 2021 KPMG Children’s Books 
Ireland Awards.

His other works are Weave, The Slug and 
the Snail and Twiggy Woman. He is the 
Inclusive Histories Curator of Traveller 
Culture at the National Museum of 
Ireland and seeks to pair community 
activism with cultural celebration, 
recalling old tales with fresh modern 
connections and, most of all, he wishes 
to rekindle the hearth fires of a shared 
kinship.



Gill NicConmara | Show Producer

Gill NicConmara is a Limerick-
based stage manager and producer 
working across theatre, festivals, and 
performance for young audiences. With 
a background in stage and company 
management, she is committed to 
inclusive, collaborative processes and 
supporting the development of new work. 

Recent credits include Jilly Morgan’s 
Birthday Party and Red Army [Lime Tree 
Theatre]; The Summer I Robbed a Bank 
and Gatman [The Everyman / Dublin 
Fringe]; The Bus [Barnstorm]; Found 
[BrokenCrow / The Everyman / Cork 
Midsummer / Clonmel Junction]; and The 
Crow’s Way [Moonfish / Dublin Fringe / 
Baboró]. She was Co-Artistic Programme 
Coordinator for The Gathering at Lime 
Tree Theatre and is currently a producer 
with Moonfish Theatre.

Barry O Donovan | Production
Management and Lead Set Design

Baz is a production and stage manager, 
a youth theatre facilitator, set designer, 
set builder and a problem solver 
Companies he has enjoyed working 
with include Dublin Youth Theatre, Junk 
Ensemble, Brokentalkers, and Moonfish 
Theatre amongst many others. Some 
of the productions he has worked on 
include; The Crows Way, [winner best 
set & costume design, Dublin Fringe 
2023], The Examination, [winner best 
production Irish Theatre Awards 2020, 
best production Dublin Fringe 2020], 
Redemption Falls, Dolores and An Ant 
Called Amy. Baz is thrilled to be back 
working with Moonfish Theatre again.

Alan Preims | Sound Designer and
Composer

Alan Preims is a musician, composer, 
and producer, originally from Italy and 
living in Ireland for nearly 30 years. He 
is the business owner of Soundtrack 
& Podcast in Galway City, where he 
produces and creates spoken word 
content, music soundtracks and sound 
designs for theatre, radio dramas, audio 
books, podcasts, and more. Alan is 
also a music educator who has worked 
in number of music schools in County 
Galway, designing and providing rhythm 
and drumming classes for children and 
adults. Alan speaks multiple languages, 
and he is passionate about creating 
compelling stories through spoken word, 
music and sound.

Blú Hanley | Lighting Designer

Blú Hanley is a Lighting Designer, 
Technician, and Head of Lighting at The 
Lir Academy since 2023. Her previous 
designs include The Crow’s Way by 
Moonfish [DFF 2023], Grindr, Saghdar 
agus Cher directed by Stephen Darcy 
[An Taibhdhearc; GIAF, 2023], City Song 
directed by Dónal Gallagehr, TU Dublin, 
2023], Frankenstein’s Monster is Drunk 
and the Sheep Have All Jumped the 
Fences by Big Telly NI [Belfast, London, 
New York, 2022-2023].

Blú studied Translation Studies [DCU, 
MA]; Lighting Design at The Lir Academy 
[TCD, MFA]; and Irish, Psychology, and 
Theatre [UG, BA]. In her spare time, 
Blú enjoys circus and hosts a juggling 
convention on Inis Oírr.



Cherie White | Costume Designer

Cherie White is a Costume Designer 
based in Galway. She graduated from 
GMIT with a BA [Hons] Fine Art in 
2008. Her design work includes large-
scale outdoor theatre and spectacle 
with Macnas, Theatre and dance work 
includes Lost Lear [Dan Colley] A call to 
you, CISEACH, Floating on a Dead Sea 
[Catherine Young Dance] Star of the 
Sea, Redemption Falls and The Crows 
Way [Moonfish Theatre] Ceilte and 
Fisherwives [Bru Theatre] In Limbo and 
The Feis [Kristyn Fontella].

Lian Bell | Set Dramaturg

Lian Bell works as an artist, 
scenographer, arts manager and coach. 
She has designed sets for three of 
Moonfish Theatre’s previous productions: 
The Crow’s Way, Redemption Falls, and 
Star of the Sea. She won Best Set Design 
for The Crow’s Way at the Dublin Fringe 
Festival Awards 2023, alongside Cherie 
White who won Best Costume Design.

Ilona McCormick | Technical Stage
Manager

Ilona McCormick is a stage manager 
based between Waterford and Dublin. 
This is her first show with Moonfish. She 
has previously worked on productions 
for Irish National Opera, The Abbey and 
The Everyman. She trained at the Lir 
Academy, finishing in 2020.

Róisín King | Assistant Stage Manager

Róisín is a soon to be graduate from Mary 
Immaculate College with a Bachelor 
of Arts in English; Drama and Theatre 
studies. Her theatre work has taken 
place mainly in Limerick. Her recent 
credits include productions such as the 
Lime Tree Theatre Panto Aladdin and his 
Magic Lamp, Rapunzel as a stagehand, 
College Players’ production of Calendar 
Girls as sound operator and most recently 
Pigtown Productions’ Wreckquiem as the 
lighting operator.

Archer | Chief LX

Archer Bradshaw is a lighting technician 
and designer based in Dublin, Ireland. He 
is a graduate from The Lir Academy with 
a BT in Stage Management and Technical 
Theatre, where he specialized in lighting. 
Since graduating Archer has worked as 
a Chief LX, Relighter and Programmer 
with Fishamble on In Two Minds, Outrage 
and Heaven across Ireland and the UK. 
Archer works frequently with young 
audiences, with Anna Newell and Jess 
Rowell, showcased in his work as lighting 
designer on Attempt to Talk With the 
Beginning of the World which was 
nominated for best overall design in the 
Dublin Fringe Festival 2024.

P H O T O S :  S E Á N  T  O ’ M E A L L A I G H  |  W T M T  W O R K  I N  P R O G R E S S



More Information & Resources
Mincéirí Archives – https://minceiriarchives.ie/

Mincéirs: Paving the Way – Podcast available on Spotify

Stories and Songs from the Road

https://www.itma.ie


