
  
 
 

CALL FOR APPLICATIONS 
NUI Galway/Galway International Arts Festival  

SELECTED Programme 2020 
 
  
We are now calling for applications from suitably qualified NUI Galway students to 
participate in the SELECTED programme of this year’s Galway International Arts 
Festival (GIAF). 
 
SELECTED will see a strictly limited number of NUI Galway students experience a 
unique initiative which gives full access to many aspects of the Festival. This two-
week whirlwind academy offers students the opportunity to see how a Festival of this 
magnitude is put together. To do so, the programme offers three key aspects:  
(1) professional networking, (2) practical experience, and (3) aesthetic development. 
 
 

(1) Professional Networking 
SELECTED offers intimate meetings with Galway International Arts Festival 
organisers, international and Irish producers, and artists.  Previous participants have 
included: 
  

* Candi Adams (Director of Communications, Public Theatre, NYC) 
* Anne Clarke (Producer, Landmark Productions, Dublin) 
* Gerry Cleary (Financial Controller, GIAF)  
* John Crumlish (Chief Executive, GIAF)  
* Padraig Cusack (Exec Producer, Wales Millennium Centre; Consultant, National 

Theatre; Creative Producer, NCPA, Mumbai) 
* Jane Daly (Co-Director, Irish Theatre Institute, Dublin) 
* Elizabeth Duffy (Festival Administrator, GIAF) 
* Paul Fahy (Artistic Director, GIAF) 
* Susan Feldman & Erik Wallin (Artistic Director & General Manager, St. Anns 

Warehouse, Brooklyn, NY) 
* Tracey Ferguson (Programme Editorial Manager, GIAF) 
* Adam Fitzsimons (Production Manager, GIAF)  
* Rachael Gilkey (Director of Programming and Education, Irish Arts Center, NYC) 
* Kellie Hughes (Director/Playwright [Death at Intervals, riverrun], Dublin) 
* BJ Jones & Tim Evans (Artistic Dir & Executive Dir, Northlight Theatre, Chicago) 
* Hilary Martyn (Communications and Development Manager, GIAF) 
* Sinead McPhillips (Arts Communications Consultant [GIAF, Landmark 

Productions], Galway) 
* Christian O'Reilly (Playwright/Screenwriter [Chapatti, Sanctuary], Galway) 
* Toni Racklin (Head of Theatre and Dance, Barbican Centre, London) 
* Philip Sweeney and Michael Mulroy (Artist Liasions, GIAF)   
* Christopher Wynn (Development Director, Edinburgh International Festival) 
* Sam Yates (Director, Incantata [GIAF18], Glengarry Glen Ross [West End] 
* Carly Zimmerman (Volunteer Manager, GIAF) 



(2) Practical Experience 
Festival Ambassadorship: Participants are automatically accepted into GIAF's 
Festival Ambassadors Programme, receiving hands-on experience working as 
Customer Service agents for the Festival. Ambassadors are a dedicated group within 
the Festival's Volunteers' Programme and are based in Galway’s city centre. 
Ambassadors are immersed in all aspects of the Festival and advise audiences in 
choosing the right shows for them, in determining what shows are selling fast and 
what shows have sold out.  As GIAF puts it, “Festival Ambassadors are our super-
informers!”. 
 
Social Media Content Creation: SELECTED participants will contribute to the 
GIAF Story Bank project, in which they will capture stories from GIAF stakeholders—
including visitors, volunteers, staff and more—using photos, videos and text. The 
Story Bank acts as a record of the impact the Festival has had on people's lives and 
will be utilised in future years for marketing, recruitment and fundraising purposes. 
SELECTED members will receive photo, video and interview training in preparation. 
 
 

(3) Aesthetic Development 
SELECTED offers participants free access to many key elements of the Festival 
Programme.  These can include theatre, dance, public post-show talks, Big Top gigs, 
visual art installations, First Thought Talks, and readings of new work. 
 
 

Application Information 
SELECTED is geared towards people who are – or who wish to be – professionally 
involved in the arts (theatre, writing, visual arts, etc). This might involve areas such 
as writing, directing, and performing, but also includes producing, curating, and 
administration. The programme is particularly suited to students with an interest in 
producing. 
  
SELECTED is open exclusively to the following NUI Galway students: 
* Any NUI Galway student who can demonstrate a strong track record of 

involvement in the arts by, for example, extensive work with DramSoc, GUMS, or 
with external amateur, semi-professional, or professional arts groups. 

* Any current MA students of Drama, Film, Writing or related areas. 
* Any current BA student of Drama, Film, Writing or related areas. 
 

Important Dates  
If you are accepted for the scheme, you must be able to commit to attending: 
* SELECTED Induction (Friday, 17 Apr) 
* A training workshop (Monday, 11 May) 
* Festival Ambassadors Induction (Saturday, 11 July) 
* A group meeting for SELECTED participants followed by the Visual Arts 

Programme launch (Sunday, 12 July) 
* The full two weeks of the Festival (13-26 July).  Please note that events 

take place during the day and in the evening; you should expect most 
days to run from 10am to 10pm. 

* SELECTED participants serve as Festival Ambassador Team C, with a 
commitment from 10am-2pm every other day beginning Tues, 14 July. 

 



Optional: 
* SELECTED’s annual wrap-up lunch with John Crumlish (GIAF Chief 

Executive) and Paul Fahy (GIAF Artistic Director), and GIAF’s Staff and 
Volunteer Party on Monday, 27 July 

 
Applications will launch on Monday, 17 February 2020. To apply, please contact 
Marianne Kennedy for an application form at marianne.nichinneide@nuigalway.ie. 
Applications are due by noon on Monday, 9 March 2020. Decisions by Friday, 20 
March 2020. 
 
 

Testimonials 
“As a member of SELECTED, I was granted an extraordinary chance to meet with 
each GIAF staff member and learn from them as they shared their experiences. 
Meeting everyone was a far more powerful learning tool than could ever be 
accomplished through academics alone. The most inspiring realization is that these 
individuals are patient and excited to help young emerging artists.  
 
As a theatre student and artist, I experienced the majority of the festival’s offerings. 
That opportunity placed me at performances that I would have not considered 
attending but which spoke to me in a way that I did not expect and opened my mind 
to art forms unfamiliar to me.” 

—Rena Bryson, SELECTED 2018 participant 
(Co-Founder of Eva's Echo Theatre Company, 

MA in Drama and Theatre Studies from NUI Galway, 
   Digital Marketing Assistant for GIAF 2019) 

 
 
“I would highly recommend the SELECTED programme to any student interested in 
the arts, regardless of their degree or masters subject. As a HR student I quickly 
fitted in with the other participants and enjoyed a jam-packed fortnight of live music, 
theatre, street performances and exhibitions. My highlights were the open 
discussions with the decision makers. They gave great insights into how the festival 
comes together over the year, which has been very useful to me as I'm involved with 
various other projects and I've learned lots about festival financing and programming 
after being part of SELECTED.”    

—David Flaherty, SELECTED 2014 participant 
(Co-founder of Tuam Sugarbeat Festival, MSc in 

Human Resource Management from NUI Galway) 
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