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S Y N O P S I S

Prologue
Cupid appears in a flash.

ACT 1  The Palace, a dream
It is the night before the Prince’s birthday. Various friends, prospective partners 
and assorted revellers engage in acrobatically infused merriments.  
A pillow mishap abruptly ends the party. In a brief encounter the Prince meets 
the Ugly Duckling and, with the help of Cupid, they fall in love. Romantic duets 
follow.
	 Reality soon intrudes. It could never be that a humble duck and a 
magnificent prince could be together. The Duck Army comes to console the Ugly 
Duckling. She leaves somewhat cheerier.
	 The Black Swan enters dazzlingly. Her magnetic, spiky presence captivates 
the Prince. The ball that follows celebrates the impending union of Black Swan 
and Prince. Yet, despite the merriments, something is amiss.

ACT 2  The Lake
A lake with swans. We marvel above and below the water. In despair, the Ugly 
Duckling decides to throw herself into to swans. Unexpectedly she flies! She is, 
in fact, a swan.
	 The Black Swan appears. She and the White Swan fall eternally in love. 
Duets of love follow. The Prince, confused and devastated, implodes as the two 
enamoured swans head into the sunset.

ACT 3  The Theatre
We catch a glimpse of what swans are like in nature. It’s almost time to go 
home but as we pack up the theatre, true identities are revealed and real 
magic – the kind that does not depend on swans, tutus or spells – is rekindled.



About Circa 

Circa Contemporary Circus is one of the 
world’s leading performance companies. 
Since 2004, from its base in Brisbane, 
Australia, Circa has toured the world – 
performing in more than 40 countries to 
over 1.5 million people. Circa’s works have 
been greeted with standing ovations, rave 
reviews and sold-out houses across six 
continents.  
 
Circa is at the forefront of the new 
wave of contemporary Australian circus 
– pioneering how extreme physicality 
can create powerful and moving 
performances. It continues to push the 
boundaries of the art form, blurring the 
lines between movement, dance, theatre 
and circus. Compelled by the question 
‘what is possible in circus?’ Circa is 
leading the way with a diverse range of 
thrilling creations that ‘redraw the limits 
to which circus can aspire.’ [The Age]. 
 
Under the direction of circus visionary 
Yaron Lifschitz, Circa features an 
ensemble of exceptional, multi-skilled 
circus artists who have been a regular 
fixture at leading festivals and venues in 
New York, London, Berlin and Montreal 
with seasons at Brooklyn Academy of 
Music, The Barbican Centre, Les Nuits de 

Fourvière, Chamäleon Theatre as well as 
major Australian Festivals. 
Visit circa.org.au to find a Circa 
performance near you and discover why 
Circa has been hailed as nothing short of 
”... a revolution in the spectacle of circus.“ 
[Les Echos].
 
Circa is committed to fostering the next 
generation of circus artists and runs 
public circus classes from its studio in 
Brisbane. Circa also runs regular circus 
programs with communities throughout 
Queensland and around Australia. 

As a champion of live performance, Circa 
was the Creative Lead for the Gold Coast 
2018 Commonwealth Games arts and 
cultural program. 

Discover more about Circa by subscribing 
to enews at circa.org.au and following 
the company on facebook.com/
circacontemporarycircus, Instagram.com/
circapresents and via #circacircus

Circa acknowledges the assistance of the 
Australian Government through Creative 
Australia, its principal arts investment 
and advisory body and the Queensland 
Government through Arts Queensland. 

P H O T O S :  P I A  J O H N S O N

Circa acknowledges the assistance of the Australian Government through Creative Australia, its principal 
arts investment and advisory body and the Queensland Government through Arts Queensland. Duck Pond 
is co-commissioned by QPAC and The Arts Center at NYU Abu Dhabi, The Art House Wyong, Frankston Arts 
Centre, HOTA — Home of the Arts, Merrigong Theatre Company and Orange Civic Theatre.

Yaron Lifschitz - Director 

Yaron Lifschitz is a graduate of the 
University of New South Wales, University 
of Queensland, and National Institute of 
Dramatic Arts (NIDA), where he was the 
youngest director ever accepted into its 
prestigious graduate director’s course. 
Since graduating, Yaron has directed 
over 60 productions including large-scale 
events, opera, theatre, physical theatre, 
and circus.
 
His work has been seen in more than 
40 countries and across six continents 
by over 1.5 million people and has won 
numerous awards including six Helpmann 
awards and the Australia Council Theatre 
Award. His productions have been 
presented at major festivals and venues 

around the world including Brooklyn 
Academy of Music, the Barbican, Les 
Nuits de Fourvière, Chamaleon and all the 
major Australian festivals. His film work 
was selected for the Berlin and Melbourne 
Film Festivals. He was founding Artistic 
Director of the Australian Museum’s 
Theatre Unit, Head Tutor in Directing 
at Australian Theatre for Young People 
and has been a regular guest tutor in 
directing at NIDA.
 
He is currently Artistic Director and 
CEO of Circa, and was Creative Director 
of Festival 2018: the arts and cultural 
program of the 21st Commonwealth 
Games.


